Third Grade Happenings
Science
In the first unit, we are learning about forces and their interactions. Students are making
observations in order to predict push and pull patterns of opposing forces and magnets.
Students are designing investigations, recording their findings, and experiencing many
authentic learning opportunities. In addition, they are making predictions, discussing and
elaborating on their investigations as they explore the “why” of each lesson.

Math
In math, for the first three chapters the domain we are focusing on is Number and Operations
in Base Ten. In chapter 1, students learned about place value and our essential question was
“how can numbers be expressed, ordered, and compared?”. For chapter 2, we focused on
understanding how place value can help us add larger numbers. Our final and current chapter
in the Number and Operations in Base Ten domain is subtraction. For this chapter, we are
focusing on understanding how the operations of subtraction and addition are related

Literacy
In Literacy we are wrapping up our first mentor text, Juana and Lucas. In this unit, students
made the connection to our Unit 1 theme: “Spin the Globe” where they began to learn about
cultures and countries that expand our own borders. In Juana and Lucas, students met Juana,
a proud, young girl from Bogota Colombia, who struggled to learn English in school. While
expanding their cultural horizons and making connections to the main characters, students
also worked on identifying elements of a fictional story, summarizing the main events of a
story, identifying main ideas and supporting details, and identifying character traits. We are
practicing structuring our writing to follow the Step-Up-to-Writing format. Children will end
the unit and transition into the next (Unit 2: Exploring the World and Beyond), by writing a
three-paragraph informational essay on a country of their choice.
Social Studies
In Social Studies third graders identified and learned about the Continents and Oceans that
make up our world. The students worked in groups and became cartographers and created
their own maps of the world. New map vocabulary was introduced. Hispanic Heritage Month
was celebrated each day through music, stories, art, and other engaging activities. All third
graders had a fun filled and informative month of learning and growing. We are looking
forward to what our November Social Studies Curriculum will bring!

